
 
          July 8, 2020 

Alex Gorsky         

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 

Johnson & Johnson 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 08933 

 

Dear Mr. Gorsky: 

Black Women for Wellness and the nearly 200 organizations from 51 countries around the world 

representing a broad coalition of health and environmental justice, women’s and health-affected 

groups, write to request that Johnson & Johnson (J&J) commit to fully removing its talc-based 

baby powder from the global market, in North America and abroad, and end the company’s 

targeted marketing to Black women and other historically marginalized communities.  

Together, we are international, national, state, and local organizations united by a shared interest 

in lifting up the voices of women and other individuals who are not invited into consumer safety 

and health policy discussions, even as they have been disproportionately impacted by the failures 

of the current system of cosmetic industry self-regulation.  

On May 19, J&J announced it will discontinue selling its talc-based Baby Powder in the U.S. and 

Canada, while allowing existing inventory to be sold in stores until it runs out. The company said 

it plans to continue selling the talc-based products in markets around the world. 1  

This halfhearted announcement represents a baby step toward the kind of meaningful 

commitment needed by J&J to protect Black women, and women everywhere, from the serious 

health risks associated with exposure to asbestos-contaminated talc-based baby powder. 

Documents produced during J&J litigation revealed the company was aware since the late 1950s 

that the talc used in Johnson’s Baby Powder sometimes contained asbestos.2  

Citing evidence from these documents, a Missouri appeals court just last week ordered J&J and a 

subsidiary to pay $2.1 billion in damages to women who claimed their ovarian cancers were 

caused by the company’s talc-based products. The trial “showed clear and convincing 

evidence defendants engaged in conduct that was outrageous because of evil motive or reckless 

indifference,” the court said, according to a New York Times report. “A reasonable inference 

 
1 Johnson & Johnson, Johnson & Johnson Consumer Health Announces Discontinuation of Talc-based Johnson’s 

Baby Powder in U.S. and Canada. J&J website. https://www.jnj.com/our-company/johnson-johnson-consumer-

health-announces-discontinuation-of-talc-based-johnsons-baby-powder-in-u-s-and-canada.  

2 Girion, Lisa; Reuters, Johnson & Johnson knew for decades that asbestos lurked in its Baby Powder. Dec. 14, 

2018. https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/ 
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https://www.jnj.com/our-company/johnson-johnson-consumer-health-announces-discontinuation-of-talc-based-johnsons-baby-powder-in-u-s-and-canada
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/


 
from all this evidence is that, motivated by profits, defendants disregarded the safety of 

consumers despite their knowledge the talc in their products caused ovarian cancer.”3 

Instead of warning consumers about possible health risks, internal J&J documents show that your 

company instead doubled down on aggressively marketing its talc-based baby powder to women 

of color, distributing free samples in Black churches and advertising on Spanish-language radio.4 

An internal J&J memo from 1992 acknowledged the potential links to cancer, while 

simultaneously recommending increased marketing to African American and Hispanic women.5 

In the United States, there are approximately 22,000 new cases of ovarian cancer and 14,000 

deaths due to ovarian cancer each year. While J&J’s decision to stop selling its talc-based Baby 

Powder in the U.S. and Canada will reduce millions of potentially harmful exposures, its 

intention to keep marketing the product internationally and sell down current inventory in North 

America will continue to disproportionately negatively impact Black and Brown people.  

In the wake of uprisings across America and internationally, in response to the unjust police 

killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and hundreds of other Black men and women, your 

company and a number of other companies have publicly acknowledged the leadership of Black 

Lives Matter and have made superficial commitments to racial equity.6  

The work of equity and justice must go beyond mere statements of “solidarity.” For 

manufactures especially, this must be demonstrated by a practice of values. Consumer product 

companies like J&J must ensure that the products they market are, at the very least, safe. And 

moreover, they must not engage in discriminatory practices that harm historically marginalized 

communities. Police brutality is only one of the many injustices faced by Black and Brown 

people. The systemic injustice of corporate brutality, often not as transparent, yet just as 

insidious, is also a major issue.  

 

 
3 Rabin, R. C., New York Times, Women With Cancer Awarded Billions in Baby Powder Suit. June 23, 2020. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/23/health/baby-powder-cancer.html.  

4  Kirkham, C. and Girion, L., Reuters, As Baby Powder concerns mounted, J&J focused marketing on minority, 

overweight women. April 9, 2019. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-johnson-johnson-marketing-

specialrepo/special-report-as-baby-powder-concerns-mounted-jj-focused-marketing-on-minority-overweight-

women-idUSKCN1RL1JZ 

5 Berfield, Susan; Feeley, Jef; Cronin Fisk, Margaret, Bloomberg Businessweek, Johnson & Johnson has a baby 

powder problem. March 31, 2016. https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2016-baby-powder-cancer-lawsuits/. 

Johnson’s Baby Powder internal memo dated August 5, 1992. https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2016-baby-

powder-cancer-lawsuits/img/baby_powder_major_opportunities_and_major_obstacles.pdf 

6 Gorsky, A., J&J website, Message from Johnson & Johnson Chairman and CEO Alex Gorsky About Recent Events 

in the United States. Johnson & Johnson. June 2, 2020. https://www.jnj.com/latest-news/a-message-from-johnson-

johnson-ceo-alex-gorsky-about-recent-events-in-the-united-states.  
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A true commitment to racial equity and justice requires practicing values that are not rooted in 

systemic racism. While we applaud this decision to stop selling talc-based powder to women and 

families in North America, we call on the company to practice the values they are proclaiming, 

to walk their talk, and institute new values of justice throughout the corporation.  

We urge your company to halt sales of its talc-based Johnson’s Baby Powder worldwide, and to 

voluntarily recall and safely dispose of its existing inventory in North America.  

With great sincerity and much hope, 

Janette Robinson Flint  

Executive Director  

Black Women for Wellness 

www.bwwla.org  

CC: The Honorable Anna Eshoo, United States House of Representatives 
The Honorable Debbie Dingall, United States House of Representatives 
The Honorable Frank Pallone, United States House of Representatives 

The Honorable Ayanna Pressley, United States House of Representatives 

The Honorable Jan Schakowsky, United States House of Representatives 

Supporting organizations: 

Action sur l'Environnement et le 

Développement (AED) 

Eugène Loubaki 

Congo-Brazzaville 

ABREA - Brazilian Association of 

Asbestos Victims 

Eliezer João De Souza 

Brazil 

Action for Breast Cancer Foundation 

Sarah Cardona 

Malta EU 

Action on Smoking & Health Philippines 

Rommel Arriola  

Philippines 

Advocates for Environmental and Social Justice 

Sixto Carlos Jr. 

Philippines 

AEEFG Tunisia 

Ibtissem Hajri 

Tunisia  

Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

Pamela Miller 

USA 

Algalita Marine Research & Education 

Michael Doshi 

USA 

Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow 

Elizabeth Saunders 

USA 

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 

Katie Huffling 

USA 

http://www.bwwla.org/


Ambiente y desarrollo 

Lorenzo Manuel Bozada Robles 

Mexico  

American Public Health Association 

Ann Loree 

USA 

Annie Appleseed Project 

Ann Fonfa 

USA 

Apenddub  

Najoua Bouraoui 

Tunisia  

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization (ADAO) 

Linda Reinstein 

USA  

Asian Ban Asbestos Network (A-BAN) 

Sugio Furuya 

Japan 

Asian Citizen’s Center for Environment and Health 

Ye yong Choi 

South Korea 

Asociación Ecológica Santo Tomás A.C. 

José Manuel Arias Rodríguez 

Mexico 

Associated Labor Unions 

Alan Tanjusay 

Philippines 

Association Al Sahel pour le pêche maritime 

et le développement durable  

El Abd Snaiba   

Morocco 

Association Marocaine Santé, Environnement et 

Toxicovigilance (AMSETOX) 

Rhalem Naima 

Morocco 

Association Minarets Ecologiques Pour Le 

Developpment Et Climat 

Benramel Mostafa 

Morocco 

Associazione Italiana Esposti Amianto 

Enzo Ferrara  

Italy

Ban Asbestos Network 

Fernanda Giannasi 

Brazil 

BAN Toxics 

Reynaldo San Juan, Jr. 

Philippines 

Break Free From Plastic 

Estelle Eonnet 

France 

Breast Cancer Action 

Marj Plumb 

USA 

Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 

Amanda Heier 

USA 

Breast Cancer UK 

Margaret Wexler 

United Kingdom 

California Brain Tumor Association 

Ellen Marks 

USA 

California Healthy Nail Salon Collaborative 

Swati Sharma 

USA 

California League of Conservation Voters 

Melissa Romero 

USA 

Californians for a Healthy and Green Economy 

Paula Andrea Torrado Plazas 

USA 

Campaign for Safe Cosmetics 

Janet Nudelman 

 USA 



Casa Cem- Vias Verdes A.C. 
Sofia Carlota Chavez Arce 

Mexico 

Center for Environmental Health 

Andrea Braswell 

USA 

Center for Health and Gender Equity 

(CHANGE) Lienna Feleke-Eshete 

USA 

Center for Public Health and Environmental 

Development (CEPHED) 

Ram Charitra Sah 

Nepal 

Centre for Ecological Governance and 

Gender  (CEGGI) Initiatives 

Robert Katemburura 

Uganda 

Chemical Safety Agency 

Pavlovskyi Denys 

Ukraine  

Children's Environmental Health Foundation 

(CEHF) 

Ngosa Musenga 

Zambia  

Cilas, AC 

Francisco A. Mercado Calderón 

Mexico  

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

Adrienne Esposito 

USA 

Clean and Healthy New York 

Kathleen A. Curtis 

USA 

Clean Label Project 

Jaclyn Bowen MPH, MS 

USA 

Clean Water Action & Clean Water Fund Andria 

Ventura 

USA 

Clearinghouse on Women's Issues 
Sue Klein 

USA 

Colnodo 

Placido Silva 

Colombia 

Coming Clean 

Steve Taylor 

USA 

Consumer Rights for Safe Food 

Rene Pineda, Jr. 

Philippines 

Consumers' Association of Penang 

Mohideen Abdul Kader 

Malaysia 

Corporate Ethics International 

Michael Marx 

USA 

CounterCorp 

John Wilner 

USA 

CREPD 

Gilbert Kuepouo 

Cameroon 

Data for Justice 

Monica E. Unseld, Ph.D, MPH 

USA  

Don't Take That Receipt! 

Alexandra M Pinschmidt 

USA 

Dr. Yolanda Whyte Pediatrics 

Yolanda Whyte, MD 

USA 

Društvo ŠEV 

Anamarija Slabe 

Slovenia  

ECOCITY 

Eri Bizani 

Greece 



Ecological Alert and Recovery - Thailand 

(EARTH) 

Akarapon Teebthaisong 

Thailand  

Ecowaste Coalition 

Aileen Lucero 

Philippines 

Elavo Mundi Solutions, LLC 

Nicole Acevedo 

USA 

Emerging Workforce Initiative 

Elizabeth Senn-Alvey 

USA 

Emory University 

John Kaufman 

USA 

Environics Trust 

Mohit Gupta 

India 

Environment and Social Development Org 

Siddika Sultana 

Bangladesh 

Environment Friends Society 

Khawla Al-Muhannadi  

Bahrain  

Environmental Compliance Institute 

Opondo Gerphas  

Kenya 

Environmental Working Group 

Nneka Leiba 

USA 

FCTC Alliance Philippines (FCAP) 

Divine Abordo 

Philippines 

Feminist Majority Foundation 

Sue Klein 

USA 

Ferris State University 

Joy Onyinye 

USA 

Forgiving For Living, Inc. 

Wendy Gladney 

USA 

Friends of the Earth - U. S. 

Lisa Archer  

USA 

Fronteras Comunes 

Marisa Jacott 

Mexico  

GAIA Asia Pacific 

Froilan Grate 

Philippines 

Gallifrey Foundation 

Antoinette Vermilye 

Switzerland  

Georgian Environmental and Biological 

Monitoring Association (GEBMA) 

Manana Juruli 

Georgia  

GLOBAL 2000 

Waltraud Novak 

Austria  

Global Initiative for Environment and Reconciliation 

(GER) 

Aphrodice Nshimiyimana 

Rwanda  

Grassroots Environmental Education 

Patricia wood 

USA 

Green Convergence 

Ma. Teresa M.Oliva 

Philippines 

Greenpeace USA 

Charlie Cray  

USA  



Greenwomen Analytical Environmental Agency 
Lydia Astanina 

Казахстан 

Guide Foundation For Development (GFFD) 

Murali Krishna MKS 

India  

Hadassah 

Randi Cohen Coblenz 

USA 

Hands for Environment and Sustainable 

Development 

Oruba AlRefai 

Jordan  

Health and Environment Justice  

Support International (HEJSupport) 

Alexandra Caterbow 

Germany 

HealthLink 

Lynn Nadeau 

USA 

Human Environmental Association for 

Development  

Marie Therese Seif 

Lebanon 

Huntington Breast Cancer ACTION 

Coalition, Inc 

Karen Miller 

USA 

IDEPSCA 

Maegan E. Ortiz 

USA 

India Ban Asbestos Network 

Pooja Gupta 

India 

Indonesia Ban Asbestos Network 

M. Darisman

Indonesia

Institute of Social Research and Development 

Mr. Ksh. Dinesh Singh  

India   

Integrated Research and Action for Development
Ananya Bhatia 

India 

Interfacing Development Interventions for 

Sustainability (IDIS), Inc. 

Chinkie Peliño Golle 

Philippines 

International Ban Asbestos Secretariat (IBAS) 

Laurie Kazan-Allen 

United Kingdom 

International Pollutants Elimination Network 

Dr. Tadesse Amera and Pamela Miller 

Sweden 

Iowa Breast Cancer Edu-action 

Christine Carpenter 

USA 

IRTECO 

Mwadhini Myanza 

Tanzania  

Jagrata Juba Shangha 

ATM Zakir Hossain 

Khulna 

John Snow, Inc. (JSI) 

Penelope Riseborough 

USA 

Justice Pesticides 

Arnaud Apoteker 

France 

Kapatiran komunidad Peoples Coalition 

Evelyn Silario Galang 

Philippines 

Krusada sa Kalikasan 

Catalina Jocson 

Philippines 

Land and Human to Advocate Progress (LHAP) 

Ziyad Alalawneh 

Jordan 

 
L'association pour la protection de 
l'environnement et du patrimoine 

Moez Gharsalli 

Tunisia 



Massey University Political Ecology Research 

Centre 

Trisia Farrelly 

New Zealand  

Material Research L3C 

James R Vallette 

 USA 

McNary Group 

Lacey McNary 

 USA 

Media Done Responsibly 

Shaunelle Curry 

USA 

Medicina Democratica 

Enzo Ferrara  

Italy  

Mind the Store campaign 

Mike Schade 

USA 

Moms for a Non-Toxic New York 

Alexandra Zissu 

USA 

Mother Earth Foundation 

Sonia S. Mendoza 

Philippines 

Nagkakaisang Lakas ng mga Mangangalakal 

sa Longos (NLML) 

Joana Amicaan 

Philippines 

National Asian Pacific American 

Women's Forum (NAPAWF) 

Jaclyn Dean 

USA 

National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases 

Anna Nowak 

Australia 

National Toxics Network 

Jane Bremmer 

Australia 

National Women's Health Network 

M. Isabelle Chaudry

USA

Naturepedic Organic Mattresses & Bedding 

Barry A. Cik 

USA 

NavAnubhuti 

Pradeep Dadlani 

India  

Nexus3 Foundation 

Yuyun Ismawati 

Indonesia  

Ong La Grande Puissance De Dieu 

Joseph Denougbeto 

Benin 

Oregon Environmental Council 

Jamie Pang South 

USA 

Paryavaranmitra 

Mahesh 

India  

PELUM Lesotho 

Itumeleng Hilda Molemohi 

Lesotho 

Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles 

Martha Dina Arguello 

USA 

Physicians for Social Responsibility, San Francisco 

Bay Area Chapter 

Robert M. Gould, MD 

USA 

Piglas Kababaihan Women Group 

Mercedes Donor 

Philippines 

PODER (People Organizing to Demand 

Environmental & Economic Rights) 

Antonio Díaz 
 USA 



Rapal 

Javier Souza Casadinho 

 Argentina 

REMPA 

Fabian Carvallo 

Mexico  

Research Center for Rural development 

Le Thanh Phong 

 Vietnam 

Research Centre for Gender, Family and 

Environment in Development (CHFED) 

Hang Pham 

Vietnam 

Réseau Environnement Santé 

Cicolella André 

France 

RightOnCanada.ca 

Kathleen Ruff 

Canada  

Rio Grande International Study Center 

Tricia Cortez 

 USA 

Rural Communities Development Agency (RCDA) 

Rostom Gamisonia 

 Georgia  

Safer Chemicals Healthy Families 

Liz Hitchcock 

 USA 

Sagip Pasig Movement 

Severino Galindo 

 Philippines 

Sahabat Alam Malaysia (Friends of the Earth) 

Mageswari Sangaralingam 

Malaysia 

Samahan ng mga Mangangalakal ng Scrap sa Capulong 

(SMNC) 

Charina Davin 

 Philippines 

Samahan ng mga Mangangalakal sa Bagong  
Silang (SMBS) 
Benedicto Nario 
Philippines 

San Vicente Ferrer Camarin Caloocan City Eduardo 

Bernales 

 Philippines 

Sarilaya, Inc. 

Myrna H. Jimenez 

Philippines 

Sex and Gender Health Collaborative of the AMWA 

Janice L Werbinski 

USA 

Sierra Club 

Sonya Lunder 

USA 

Society for Sustainable Development 

Arun Jindal 

India 

Story of Stuff Project 

Elisa Ringholm 

USA 

Streetsmart 

Kelly Rodgers 

USA 

Sustainable Environment Development Initiative 

Tom Aneni  

Nigeria 

THANAL 

Jayakumar C 

India 

The Positive Results Corporation 

Kandee Rochelle Lewis 

USA 

Toxic Free NC 
Alexis Luckey 
USA 

Toxics Link 
Satish Sinha 
India

Together to Protect Human & the Environment 

Association 

Saadiyah Hassoon 

Iraq 



Toxisphera Environmental Health Association 

Zuleica Nycz 

Brazil 

Tufts University School of Medicine 

Beth Rosenberg  

USA 

Turtle Island Restoration Network 

Joanie M Steinhaus 

USA 

U.S. PIRG 

Danielle Melgar 

USA 

University of Massachusetts Lowell, 

Department of Public Health 

Craig Slatin 

USA 

Urban & Environmental Policy Department; 

Occidental College 

Bhavna Shamasunder 

USA 

Vermont Conservation Voters 

Lauren Hierl 

USA 

Vietnam Zero Waste Alliance 

Xuan Quach 

Vietnam 

WEACT for Environmental Justice 

Kerene Tayloe 

USA 

WECF - Women Engage for a Common Future 

Hanna Mertes 

Germany 

Wen (Women's Environmental Network) 

Kate Metcalf 

USA 

Window to Environment 

Hiam Kreidie 

Lebanon

Wisconsin Environmental Health Network 

Ann Behrmann MD 

USA 

Women Engage for a Common Future – 

Georgia 

Sascha Gabizon 

Georgia  

Women Engage for a Common Future – 

Germany 

Hanna Mertes 

Germany 

Women Engage for a Common Future – 

Netherlands 

Anna Samwel 

Netherlands 

Women's Voices for the Earth 

Jamie McConnell 

USA 

Young Volunteers for the Environment 

Joe Bongay  

Gambia 

ZERO - Association for the Sustainability 

of the Earth System 

Susana Fonseca 

Portugal 

Zero Waste Washington 

Heather Trim  

USA 




